
Friends of Richfield Heritage Preserve November 2025 Report 

 

Kirby’s Mill: 
• Installed rafter ties to prevent future splaying or dishing of the original roof structure. 
• Due to the cooler weather, we will wait to prep and paint the exterior to ensure the best finish. 
• Turned off the wheel by closing the flume and removing the drain pipe for the winter. 
• The 2026 Mill Docent program has come to a close and we look forward to greeting history and 

mill enthusiasts next year! 
 
Friends TLC (Trash and Latrine Crew): 

• TLC continues to clean the latrines and empty the trash for a total of 24 hours this month (with the 
shorter time between meetings). 

• In addition to cleaning and restocking the latrines, emptying the trash, and working with park staff 
on inventory of toilet paper and liners, the crew cleared leaves off the roof and gravel floors of the 
shelters as well as the wood ramps and decks at Hi Lea Shelter. There are still signs of boring 
insects at Garfield Hall (we sent an email offering to assist with applying linseed oil in August 
when first observed after the floor were refinished and again in October). 

 
Invasive Species Removal/ Native Species Restoration: 

• No updates at this time. 
 
Programs: 

• After being rained-out twice, we hosted the History Hike: Legends of RHP Saturday, November 
15th at 2pm with 43 hikers. Attendees inquired about Garfield Hall rentals. 

• Next Membership Meeting Wednesday, November 19th at 7pm at the Lodge. Dr. Phil Wanyerka 
will provide a presentation on the pre-historic findings in the park and Ohio. 

• We submitted our 2026 programming via email to the park director Thursday, October 16th. There 
was a question regarding non-profits using the Lodge for fundraising. Per the RJRD July 26, 2021 
meeting minutes “Organizations holding RHP fundraising events would receive free rentals. 
Partner organizations, such as FoCH (now Friends of RHP), will receive free reservations. The 
expectation is that fundraising events for these organizations would exceed the rental fee”. 

• We assisted OHC and the volunteer coordinator with clearing leaves off the bridle trails. 
 
Historic Home Stabilization: 

• We are still reaching out to mold inspection companies to provide reports for Coach House and 
Kirby Garage. 

• The team observed the fissure at North House west entry porch has grown substantially. We 
have funds to work with a mason to rebuild, including reinstalling the porch floor pavers to reduce 
water intrusion. 

 
RJRD / Friends of RHP MOU: 
• We respectfully ask the RJRD Board to: 

o Add the Friends of RHP back to the monthly eNewsletter Footprints. 
o Add the Friends of RHP History brochure back to the kiosks. 
o Approve the Friends of RHP fundraisers, including approving 2026 Winter Wonders as soon as 

possible to allow for adequate planning. 
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Friends of RHP work with OHC and Volunteer Coordinator to clear bridle trails. Volunteer Pat Norris 
removes the drain cover at the Kirby Mill flume for the winter. 

   
TLC documents and report damage to the park director. 

   
Garfield Hall shows signs of boring insects (would like to apply linseed oil to prevent further damage). 
West entry porch at North House: We have been observing the fissure in the masonry for the past 6 
years. In the past year, the movement has been significant. We spoke with a structural engineer and 
mason in 2022 regarding repairs pending RJRD/park director approval. 


