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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
FOR KIRBY DAY AT RHP! 
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Kirby Day celebrates the legacy of well-known inventor Jim Kirby, who was the creative link between 

engineering and environment on the land which became his home, then a Girl Scout camp and now a 

public park! It’s a day when the whole family can explore winding trails and discover creative solutions 

to challenges. There will be food/beverages, crafts, and games, as well as fun and educational (STEM) 

activities! Attendees will be able to: 

• Learn the game of marbles

• Enjoy crafts, games, and other activities (fun and educational)

• Savor grilled hot dogs, chili dogs, and bratwurst as well as root beer floats

• Tour some of the park’s historic structures	
Kirby Day will be held on Saturday, September 12, 2026, 11a.m.- 3 p.m., at the southern end of the 

park (3771 Oviatt Road entrance — off Rt. 303) and is free of charge. We need your support for a 

successful event — and to continue our restoration efforts for the over 100-year-old Kirby’s Mill.     

    We’ve got the water wheel turning once again, but there’s still so much more to do!

Sponsorship opportunities are listed on the attached form.

All event sponsors will be listed on a donor recognition sign, which will be prominently displayed 

at the event, and acknowledged on our Friends’ website as well as through social media. For 

questions about the event and/or sponsorships, contact Karen Smik at kls1650@roadrunner.com 

or 330-659-4750. For general information about the Friends and/or our 

Kirby’s Mill restoration project, please visit our website at friendsofrhp.org.

Please make checks payable to Friends of RHP and mail, along with

your completed sponsorship form to:

Friends of Richfield Heritage Preserve

PO Box 194
Richfield, OH 44286-0194
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The Friends are an independent nonprofit advocacy group working with the Richfield Joint 

Recreation District (RJRD) and other community partners for over 10 years to preserve, 

protect enhance, and promote Ohio's Hidden Treasure™ Richfield Heritage Preserve.

	     The Richfield Heritage Preserve (RHP) covers 336 acres of local parkland that 

encompasses a unique history, natural habitat and outdoor recreation opportunities. The 

Friends secured its regional designation as the Camp Crowell Hilaka Historic District, and its 

listing on the National Register of Historic Places, with the National Park Service.

     Thanks to grants from the state's Clean Ohio Fund and the Ohio History Connection, the 

land is preserved in perpetuity for the benefit of all. Nonprofit partners continue to help 

preserve its heritage.

     Support from businesses like yours, foundations and individual donors help the Friends 

continue efforts to restore RHP’s historic buildings for future generations. Our projects 

include:

     • Ongoing half million-dollar restoration of Kirby’s Mill, – listed on the National Register of 

           Historic Places;

     • Restoration of castle-like Amity House and century-old Garfield Hall for park income;

     • Invasive plant management plan developed for the RJRD to protect areas rich in 

           native plants;

     • Ongoing educational programs and events - speakers, hikes, Kirby Day and 

           Kirby’s Mill docents;

     • Provide year-round weekly TLC (Trash/Latrine/Cleaning) volunteers who double as 

           park ambassadors on their rounds;

     • Established a fund with the Akron Community Foundation for future programming and  

           park building maintenance.

     In addition—the Friends helped the Buckeye Trail Association reroute its blue blazed trail 

through the park, partnered with the Ohio Horseman’s Council to help protect five miles of 

horse trails and repair the summer barn, volunteered with Oviatt House Inc. and donated 

close to $20,000 towards the restoration of the building which is listed on the 

National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom.

     The future of RHP rests on a collaborative relationship among community 

partners, community engagement and financial support. Because of this ongoing 

support, we have contributed over $2 million worth of goods and services to RHP 

since 2015.

     Thank you for your continued support!
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ABOUT THE FRIENDS
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C O U N C I L

Friends of Richfield Heritage Preserve is a tax-exempt charitable 501(c)(3) nonprofit (EIN #27-0780916). All donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent of charitable giving law. ©2026 friendsofrhp.org.

friendsofrhp.org


